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Why are wetlands so special:

• Wetlands are important environmental filters,
often described as the kidneys of the landscape.
They are also important for biodiversity by
supporting a variety of native birds, fish,
invertebrates, and plants.

• Wetlands improve water quality by filtering
sediment and nutrients,

• Removing soluble nitrogen from runoff and
resurfacing groundwater. In some soils,
managed wetlands are the most effective
solution to reducing the amount of nitrogen
reaching waterways. Too much nitrogen in the
water can cause nuisance plant/algae growth,
which affects ecosystems and water quality.

• 90% of wetlands have been lost.



What is the Relevant 

Legislation 
• Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) – law to

manage the land, air and water.

• RMA requires Councils to develop Regional
Plans.

• Regional Plan Water for Otago (RPW) operative
in 1998 and has rules with regard to water,
activities in the beds and banks of
watercourses.

• Government sets National Environment
Standards (NES). NES for Freshwater was
updated in September 2020 with rules in
relation to protecting wetlands and stop further
loss.

• The Central Otago District Council may have
rules regarding land use, so talk to them too.

• Building Act for dams.



Regional Plan: Water For Otago

• Regional Plan Water for Otago has rules with regard to activities 
relating to water and activities in the beds of lakes and rivers;

• Rules can be prohibited, permitted or require a resource consent;

• Resource consents can be water permits (taking, using damming 
diverting water (surface or ground water) land use consents for 
works on the beds and banks of watercourses. Creating large bores 
that fill with groundwater.

• As we are all aware in Central Otago, water is an important resource.



What activities might be permitted 
relating to wetland construction

• Small water takes, usually 0.5 L/s and 25,000 litres a day;

• Creating sediment trap in a watercourse that is not flowing all the 
time;

• Small diversions if catchment less than 50 hectares;

• Small dams if catchment less than 50 hectares, and impoundment 
less than 3 m deep;

• Small discharges of water to water (make sure its clean).



What you may need to 

consider when constructing 

a wetland:
• Diversion – creating a new channel to a proposed

wetland area, then returning water to the

watercourse;

• Groundwater takes - excavating a pit that may
encounter groundwater land use bore and water

permit;

• Surface Water takes – In Central Otago if it’s not
permitted it has to be non consumptive and returned

to the watercourse without a large delay;

• Allocation issues - we cannot grant more surface water
its prohibited (supplementary water takes maybe

possible);

• Discharges to land and water if not permitted;

• Working in the beds of watercourses if its not

permitted, you can’t disturb the bed without a land
consent;

• Working near existing natural inland wetlands – NES
has rules with regards to distances;

• Weirs, damming water and structures - RPW and NES
rules;

• Consent team will need details before we can

determine what consents could be required.



Resources at ORC

• Consents Team
• Public.enquiries@orc.govt.nz

• Catchment Advisors
• Compliance Team

Who can help?

• Site visits
• Good practice advice
• Catchment/farmer group sessions

• Consent questions

What we can help with

• Information on wetlands

• Consent forms

ORC website:



Resources - Consents Team

• Consents Team Contact via:

• Public.enquiries@orc.govt.nz

Pre application 

• Are consents required?

• Site visits?

• What type of consents might be required?

• Level of detail required for the 
application?

What we can help with

• Go to website fill in the pre application 
form 

ORC website:



Resource consent application 
process
You will need: 

• Farm map, legal descriptions

• Plan of the wetland, locations of watercourses, 
other wetlands, any other water users;

• Cover letter and relevant applications forms 
completed;

• Separate AEE if larger scale wetland.

• Purpose built application forms currently being 
developed.

Consent term applied for 

• Suggest 3-5 years to construct wetlands

Processing timeframe – 20 
working days, not including 

further info or APA’s.

Several large and small 
applications have been 

processed

Consent deposit required, 
estimate provided at start and 
updates through the process

Potential funding available for 
consent process  



Submitting your application

• Online using the online portal; or

• Email it to:

▪ Consents.applications@orc.govt.nz ; or

• Post it to us:

▪ 70 Stafford Street, Private Bag 1954, Dunedin 9054


